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March 3, 2022 

 

The Honorable Tony Bridges 

Chair, Public Safety and Administration Subcommittee of the Appropriations Committee 

Maryland House of Delegates 

315 Lowe House Office Building 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

RE: County SUPPORT for Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) supplemental funding 

 

 

Dear Chair Bridges and Subcommittee Members: 

 

The Maryland Association of Counties (MACo) strongly supports supplemental Victims of 

Crime Act (VOCA) funding. In its current form, the Governor’s budget fails to address an 

anticipated 62.5% cut in VOCA funds on the federal level. VOCA funds assist the state and its 

local governments, as well as private organizations, in providing needed services to survivors 

of sexual assault, child sexual abuse, sex trafficking, and other crimes. 

 

Many county agencies rely on this funding to serve our shared constituents, including the 

Baltimore County Department of Social Services, Caroline County Department of Social 

Services, Howard County Police Department, Montgomery County State's Attorney's Office, 

Prince George's County Department of Social Services, and Washington County Commission 

on Aging. 

 

This funding supplements critical victims’ services including:  

 

• Victim-Witness Coordinators in State’s Attorneys Offices and local law enforcement 

agencies. Without support, crime victims may not learn about court dates or have the 

support they need to testify against criminals. VOCA supports programs in 

prosecutors’ offices in Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Howard, Montgomery, and Prince 

George’s Counties, as well as Baltimore City, the Frederick County Sheriff’s Office, 

Howard County Police, and more. 
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• Domestic Violence Shelters and Supportive Services. Survivors of intimate partner 

violence across the state receive the support they need to help escape violence and end 

abuse. 

• Court Appointed Special Advocates. These trained adults help make sure that abused 

children have advocates and do not get lost in the systems of courts and government. 

• Culturally Specific Services. VOCA supports grants to the Korean Community Service 

Center of Greater Washington, FreeState Justice, DAWN (Deaf Abused Women 

Network), Disability Rights Maryland (for services to people with developmental 

disabilities who have been abused), Asian Pacific Islander Domestic Violence Resource 

Center, and others. 

• Homicide Survivor Support. Helping the families and loved ones of Marylanders who 

have been murdered. 

• Anti-Human Trafficking Advocacy and Assistance. Programs supporting the multiple 

and complex needs of survivors of trafficking, ranging from housing to counseling to 

legal services. 

• Rape Crisis Centers. Sexual Assault Survivors in every jurisdiction in Maryland receive 

counseling, advocacy, and legal services with VOCA support. 

• Child Advocacy Centers. These important programs help ensure that when children 

are abused, the investigation into the crime is child-focused and trauma-informed. 

• Responding to Elder Abuse. Our older community members who have been abused 

receive help from VOCA-funded programs such as the Washington County 

Commission on Aging. 

 

With limited federal funds available for the next few years, it is imperative the State step in to 

ensure victims of crime do not fall through the cracks. MACo requests an additional $50 

million to the Fiscal Year 2023 VOCA victim services program and urges your support. 

 

Regards, 

 

D’Paul Nibber 

Associate Policy Director 

Maryland Association of Counties 


