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DATE:  September 11, 2019 

TO: Members, House Environment & Transportation Workgroup on Solar 

Development 

FROM: Maryland Association of Counties (MACo) 

RE:  MACo Position on Solar Energy Facility Siting 

MACo supports solar energy development with local zoning and siting requirements as part 

of the project approval process. MACo recognizes that there needs to be a mix of rooftop, 

community, and utility-scale solar projects to meet Maryland’s renewable energy goals and 

has established the following prioritization for solar projects: 

1. rooftop solar; 

2. development of solar projects on brownfields, grayfields (such as parking lots 

and warehouse rooftops), industrial areas, and appropriate government-owned 

lands (such as landfills and wastewater treatment plants); and 

3. open space zoned for solar by local governments, with appropriate protections 

for prime farmland, forestlands, critical areas and wetlands, environmentally 

sensitive areas, and areas of cultural or historical importance. 
 

MACo has been actively engaged with all stakeholders in the solar siting process since 2016 

and included solar siting as one of its 2017 legislative initiatives. This led to the passage of HB 

1350, which requires the Public Service Commission to give due consideration to a project’s 

consistency with local comprehensive plans and zoning, as well as the efforts of parties to 

address concerns raised by local governments.  

MACo also supported the passage of HB 1588 in 2018, which removed a concern about 

unintended consequences of solar development under the “change or mistake” rule. Finally, 

MACo supported SB 744 of 2019 as amended by the Senate, which would have established a 

Commission on the Development of a Blueprint for Solar Energy in Maryland. 

MACo has also worked with counties on revising and updating their zoning to better manage 

utility scale solar facilities and advocated for the expansion of net-metering to encourage 

more mid-size solar projects on landfills or other county-owned lands. 


