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February 9, 2021  

The Honorable Guy Guzzone 

Chair, Senate Budget and Taxation Committee 

3 West Miller Senate Office Building 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

The Honorable Maggie McIntosh 

Chair, House Appropriations Committee  

121 Taylor House Office Building 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

Re: Funding for Community Colleges and the Proposed Budget  

 

Dear Chairs Guzzone and McIntosh:  

As you move the State budget, the Maryland Association of Counties (MACo) urges you to carefully 

consider the topic of community college funding.  The Senator John A. Cade Funding formula used to 

calculate the allowance for community colleges has for the first time achieved a longstanding policy 

goal of full funding. This means that the percentage tie calculation is funded at 29% of the per full-time-

equivalent student provided to the select public four-year institutions. 

 

When the Cade Funding formula was established in 1996, the policy goal was to achieve an equitable 

distribution of State support to all public institutions of higher education. Considering all sources of 

funding and the types of educational programs that are offered, the policy was established that 29% of 

funding per student would be equitable for community colleges. 

 

Achieving this goal is more than just receiving an increase − it is a recognition that students enrolled in 

our community colleges deserve the same level of support as the public universities. Notably, 

community colleges have a challenging mission to serve Maryland’s diverse mix of students with the 

highest level of financial need, as Pell Grant recipients (a proxy for high need). When community 

colleges are reduced from this percentage tie, the State is creating an inequity and hurting some of 

Maryland’s most vulnerable students. 

 

The fully funded calculation comes as community colleges need it more than ever to help our 

communities rebuild after the COVID-19 pandemic. We need our community colleges to provide 

instruction in several critical workforce shortage areas such as allied health, construction trades, 

business, and several other critical shortage fields. Research continues to demonstrate Maryland is 

underproducing in the skills needed by employers in these categories.   

 

There are other policy initiatives being introduced to help alleviate the financial strain on both 

community colleges and the students they serve. Transferring credits continues to be another area 

where community college students struggle once they matriculate to a four-year institution. Too many 

students are struggling to navigate a complex array of transfer policies and are losing credits in the 

process. When a student must retake a course at another higher education institution, they are delaying 
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their graduation, using up additional state funding, and they are ultimately having to pay more in 

tuition. These are the very factors that contribute to students not successfully accomplishing their 

academic credential.     

 

We support the legislation that will fund a statewide transfer platform and will require participating 

institutions to maintain and honor the courses taken at a community college that have been approved 

for transfer. There should be no reason for students to lose credits if they are attending an accredited 

Maryland institution.   

 

MACo recognizes that community colleges will continue to pave the way for Marylanders to  

re-enter the workforce and help rebuild after the pandemic. Maryland counties urge the General 

Assembly to support transfer legislation and fully fund community colleges in FY 2023 and 

maintain the same level of support moving forward, demonstrating the State’s commitment to an 

equitable distribution of resources. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of these budget priorities. 

Sincerely,  

 

Craig Rice 

Chair, MACo Education Subcommittee  

Council Member, Montgomery County  

 

Jack Wilson 

Vice Chair, MACo Education Subcommittee 

Secretary, MACo  

Commissioner, Queen Anne’s County 

 


