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November 15, 2019 
 

The Honorable Larry Hogan 

Governor of Maryland 

State House  

Annapolis, MD 21401 
 

Governor Hogan: 

The Maryland Association of Counties (MACo) writes in support of funding for the Local Housing Grant 

Program for Homeless Veterans and Survivors of Domestic Violence. The program establishes a housing 

voucher grant program to help counties target and address homelessness for particularly vulnerable and 

hard to reach members of their communities. 

Counties have an interest in ensuring that individuals and families within their communities have access to 

resources. The 2017 Maryland Interagency Council on Homelessness Point-in-Time count found there to be 

536 homeless veterans and 800 homeless survivors of domestic violence. The funding from this grant 

program will help counties house these individuals when existing resources to address homelessness have 

not been sufficient to resolve the problem.  

In administering the grant program, DHCD is authorized to impose conditions that would ensure there is 

effective and efficient use of the grant funds. The Department may give preference to counties that provide a 

25% match for state funding; enact local ordinances prohibiting source of income discrimination; or adopt a 

“housing first” policy. These provisions help ensure that funds are awarded to jurisdictions that 

demonstrate a level of local investment in the program; leverage existing funding sources to bolster the 

impact of awarded funds; and that are conscious of administering unbiased and effective programs to 

quickly and successfully connect the targeted individuals with long-term housing. 

These grant funds will significantly help counties assist homeless veterans and survivors of domestic 

violence within the state. We urge you to fund the program in your Fiscal Year 2021 Budget.  

Thank you for your consideration.  

Sincerely,  

 

Barry Glassman 

President, MACo 

County Executive, Harford County 

 

CC:    The Honorable Geraldine Valentino-Smith, Maryland House of Delegates 

The Honorable Doug Peters, Maryland State Senate 

Kenneth Holt, Secretary, Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development 

Amanda Allen, Director, Governor’s Office of Intergovernmental Affairs  


