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Background

Chapter 415 of the 2014 Laws of Maryland (HB 615), established the Coast Smart Council (Council) in the Department of
Natural Resources (the Department). One of the primary tasks of the Council, staffed by the Department and comprised
of private sector and state agency membership, was to establish Coast Smart Siting and Design Guidelines to address
sea level rise and coastal flood impacts on state funded capital projects.
New 2018 legislation, HB 1350/SB 1006 Sea Level Rise and Coastal Flooding - Construction, Adaptation, and Mitigation,
aims to further reduce Maryland’s risk to flooding now and into the future. The legislation will result in changes to the
Coast Smart Siting and Design Guidelines. It also requires the state to establish a plan to adapt to saltwater intrusion and
to build criteria for hazard mitigation funding for sea level rise and coastal flooding. Local jurisdictions that experience
nuisance flooding are also required to develop nuisance flood plans.

New in the 2018 Legislation
Siting and Design Criteria

Beginning July 1, 2019, if a state or local project includes the reconstruction of a structure with substantial damage, the
structure shall be reconstructed in a manner to withstand category 2 hurricane storm surge, and at a elevation that is at
minimum above the projected storm surge. The new criteria will apply to both state and local projects (not specifically
limited to capital projects) – for which at least 50 percent of the project costs are funded with state funds. The criteria do
not apply to a public work contracts of less than $500,000.

Nuisance Flood Plans

By July 1, 2019, requires a local jurisdiction that experiences nuisance flooding to develop a plan to address flood
impacts. The jurisdiction must publish the plan on their website, submit the plan to Department of Planning, and update
the plan every five years.

Plan to Adapt to Saltwater Intrusion

By December 15, 2019, the Department of Planning, in consultation with the Departments of Natural Resources,
Environment, and Agriculture, must establish a plan to adapt to saltwater intrusion, and update the plan every five years.

Criteria for Use of State Funds for Hazard Mitigation

The Board of Public Works, the Departments of Natural Resources and Environment, and the Emergency Management
Agency must establish criteria to evaluate whether state funds may be used to mitigate hazards associated with sea level
rise inundation and coastal flooding.
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Resources for Local Governments

The Maryland Department of Natural Resources’ Chesapeake and Coastal
Service has resources available to assist communities to address the shortand long term impacts to nuisance flooding, storm surge and sea level
change, which affect property, infrastructure, natural resources and local
economies. Through technical and financial assistance, tools and training
opportunities, the Department works with local communities to take action
to reduce the risk to life, property and natural resources. Assistance and
resources can be accessed at dnr.maryland.gov/ccs and include:
• Grants to understand, plan for and implement measures to reduce flood risk;
• Maps, tools and resources to determine vulnerability; and
• Planning frameworks to address flooding now and into the future.
The Maryland Emergency Management Agency administers several Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) programs in the State, including the
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program, Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant Program, and
Flood Mitigation Assistance Grants. MEMA offers an application guidance package
for potential applicants, which can be access at mema.maryland.gov/community.
This guidance can be used to integrate climate change into local hazard mitigation
plans.

Putting It Into Context...

2.1 feet

Projected sea level rise by 2050
along Maryland’s shorelines and
3.7 feet by 2100.

3.9 million

Number of people that lived along
the Maryland coast in 2013.

$212 billion
Value of Maryland’s coastal
economies in 2013.

76,600

In 2017 the Maryland Department of Planning conducted an analysis of
adaptation planning within county comprehensive plans. MDP can provide
jurisdictions with the results of this analysis, including examples of plan language
(recommendations, background, etc.) that addresses a variety of hazards expected
to worsen due to climate change.

Number of jobs directly vulnerable
to 3 foot sea level rise.

For more information on tools, resources, and funding opportunities, contact the
Adaptation and Response Working Group of the Maryland Commission on Climate
Change:

Number of jobs supported by
Maryland’s coastal industries in
2013.

1.6 million

Catherine McCall, catherine.mccall@maryland.gov
Kimberly Hernandez, kimberly.hernandez@maryland.gov

Nuisance flooding in Somerset County
Publication Date: 10/2018
14 Watershed Service-1152016-797
Printed on recycled paper

(Photo Credits: front, Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum; back Chesapeake Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve)

The facilities and services of the Maryland Department of Natural Resources are available to all without regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual
orientation, age, national origin or physical or mental disability. This document is available in alternative format upon request from a qualified
individual with disability.

