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September 22, 2015 

 

The Honorable Lawrence J. Hogan, Jr. 

Governor of Maryland 

State House 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

Dear Governor Hogan: 

 

County officials are very invested in our state’s fight against drug misuse and overdose, and 

welcome the State Task Force’s initial efforts to address this crisis. We write to urge the State 

to actively involve county governments as allies and force multipliers in this ongoing effort. 

 

Focusing immediate funding through Local Health Departments for improved education and 

preparation for overdose prevention and response is a positive step. The Maryland 

Association of Counties (MACo) hopes that as your Administration fashions its next steps, it 

continues to partner with local health departments and county governments.  

 

As part of MACo’s 2015 legislative initiatives, MACo advocated for comprehensive legislation 

and budget initiatives to address the growing drug problem confronting each county. One of 

MACo’s bills, SB 641, modernized the Substance Abuse Treatment Outcomes Partnership 

(STOP) fund program, housed in the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, by giving 

local governments greater flexibility to use the grant funds for substance abuse treatment and 

related prevention and outreach efforts. The STOP program was originally created by a 

MACo initiative in 2001, but has become more relevant and flexible with these changes. The 

recent legislation expanded the eligible uses for grant funds to reflect the shifting 

demographics and challenges in addressing heroin and drug misuse. 

 

The STOP program’s greatest strengths are its flexibility and its focus on outcomes. Every 

state dollar directed toward these efforts yields a local investment of funds, staff, resources, or 

facilities that magnify its local effect. And the program’s built-in lookback at measurable 

outcomes ensures that the best and most effective ideas that arise from local jurisdictions can 

become models for use elsewhere.  

 

The program also helps local jurisdictions target treatment to populations that are 

traditionally difficult to reach or have special needs, and it supports outreach and education 
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activities directed toward youth and adolescents. Access to treatment, education, and 

prevention strategies were two areas identified by the State Task Force as important 

components to addressing this public health emergency.  

 

While MACo is pleased with the expanded uses within the STOP program, we believe more 

can be done to improve the success of the program. In FY 15, nineteen counties were awarded 

STOP funds totaling some $6.4 million, funded at the same funding level since 2008. STOP 

remains a matching-fund program in which counties provide a local contribution to augment 

state funds received. As the state continues to be plagued by heroin and rising overdose 

deaths, MACo urges the Administration to prioritize the STOP program for FY 17 and 

beyond. 

 

MACo remains committed to helping Maryland counties and their residents address drug 

misuse issues afflicting their communities. We hope that we can continue to partner with the 

Administration to build upon successful programs and to develop long-term strategies for 

this pressing issue.  

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
 

Isiah Leggett 

President, Maryland Association of Counties 

County Executive, Montgomery County 

 

Cc:  The Honorable Boyd K. Rutherford, Lieutenant Governor, and  

Chair, Heroin and Opioid Emergency Task Force 

 David Brinkley, Secretary, Maryland Department of Budget and Management 

 Van T. Mitchell, Secretary, Department of Health and Mental Hygiene  

 Joseph M. Getty, Chief Legislative Officer 

 
 
 


