
 

PARTNERS for  OPEN SPACE 

November 17, 2014 

The Honorable Larry Hogan, Governor-Elect 
Hogan-Rutherford Transition Team 
2635 Riva Road, Suite 100 
Annapolis, MD  21401 
 

Dear Governor Elect Hogan, 

We would like to congratulate you as the next Governor of the great 
State of Maryland and take this opportunity to introduce ourselves.  The 
Partners for Open Space is a coalition of more than 100 groups from 
throughout the state that advocate for Program Open Space, Maryland’s 
primary funding source for conservation and parks.  We offer our 
support to your administration and appreciate the opportunity to work 
with you to fulfill your commitment to restore funding for Program 
Open Space. 

Program Open Space (POS) funds four primary programs: 

- State Side POS, which provides the network of state parks, state 
forests, wildlife management areas, and targeted ecological areas; 

- Local Side POS, which funds the purchase and development of 
local parks and playgrounds; 

- the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation 
(MALPF), which assists our family farmers in the preservation of prime 
and productive farmland, and; 

- the Rural Legacy Program, which allows local jurisdictions to 
designate and preserve large, contiguous tracts of land to enhance 
natural resource, agricultural, forestry and environmental protection 
while supporting a sustainable land base for natural resource based 
industries.  

Years of consistent underfunding of POS have resulted in critical, unmet 
needs.  The MALPF program currently has more than 150 family 
farmers who are waiting to preserve their land.  The Rural Legacy 
Program has more than $100 million in requests annually, with an 
average of less than $17 million available.  For Local Side POS, the 23 
counties and Baltimore City have identified needs-based priorities, 
totaling over $1.7 billion, for the development and  
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rehabilitation of park and recreation facilities by 2020, as stipulated in the latest round of 
county Land Preservation, Parks, and Recreation Plans. Counties have also identified over 
$500 million in priority needs for land acquisition. For State Side POS, there are over $178 
million in high quality ecological, recreational, public access, coastal resilience, and 
community connections projects in the POS pipeline awaiting funding. 

This underfunding is particularly frustrating because these programs have a designated 
revenue source – the transfer tax revenue – but over the life of the program more than ONE 
BILLION dollars have been permanently diverted from their intended purpose.  In 2015, 
approximately HALF of the money that was raised by the transfer tax was available for 
programs.  The budget includes a pre-authorization to repay that money.  We were 
heartened by your support for the repayment and the return to full funding of the program 
during your campaign.   

We look forward to working with you and the Legislature to fulfill this promise and to get 
Maryland’s historic commitment to land preservation, parks, and open spaces back on 
track! We can be contacted through our Director, Ann Jones who can be reached at 443-
690-8420, or emailed at ann@partnersforopenspace.org. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Bill Crouch, Chair 
Partners for Open Space 
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