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2013 ADVOCACY AGENDA

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

December 1, 2012 

To our elected officials:

The Maryland Chapter of the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) is a diverse constituency of builders and environmentalists, 
corporations and nonprofit organizations, elected officials and concerned citizens, and teachers and students; working 
through a not-for-profit organization committed to a better future for our state through cost efficient and energy saving 
green buildings. 

On behalf of the USGBC Maryland, we urge you to continue to support green building as it benefits our work and our state 
economy. The business case for green building is unassailable. It helps residents and businesses save energy, reduce 
waste, and, most importantly, save money. Driven by such a strong business case, green building has gained wide market 
adoption. In fact, over 48,000 projects are currently participating in the commercial and institutional LEED rating systems, 
comprising over 9 billion square feet of certified and registered construction space in all 50 states and 120 countries. In 
addition, nearly 24,000 homes have been certified under the LEED for Homes rating system, with more than 87,000 more 
homes registered. LEED projects create an environmentally and socially responsible, healthy and prosperous environment 
that improves the quality of life. 

And today, green building job growth spurs product and service provider innovation to meet demand for high performance 
green buildings. The green building industry supports nearly 8 million employees and generates more than half a trillion 
dollars in revenue. In addition, green and sustainable building construction are part of the Top 10 fastest-growing industries, 
according to a recent study by IBIS World. 

The U.S. Green Building Council’s LEED green building program transforms the way buildings and communities are designed, 
built, maintained and operated. In turn, LEED project activity drives green building demand, creates competition, reduces 
costs and raises consumer expectations and awareness. We hope you will work to support this strong and growing industry.

The Board of Directors thanks all of the members of our advocacy team. Without their hard work this agenda would not 
have been possible. 

Sincerely,

Nathan Robb
Nathan J. Robb, Chair of the Board 
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MESSAGE FROM THE ADVOCACY TEAM

December 1, 2012

To our policy making public officials:

As the leaders of the advocacy efforts of the U.S. Green Building Council Maryland, we are proud to present this 2013 
advocacy agenda. 

There are currently 350 organizations in Maryland that are members of the U.S. Green Building Council. These organizations 
represent the diverse segments of Maryland’s economy and green building industry, employing more than 350,000 people 
and grossing nearly $50 billion in annual revenue.

The Maryland Chapter of the U.S. Green Building Council, representing nearly 600 individual members of the Maryland 
green building community, is the premier forum for green building science, practice and policy in the state. USGBC Maryland 
drives world class education, advocacy and outreach initiatives. Additionally, the organization facilitates leadership and 
networking opportunities for the green building industry and the community at large.

There are also 3,767 LEED credentialed professionals in Maryland, and the number is growing fast. These are individuals in 
various fields who hold this credential to allow them to compete and perform more effectively in the green building market. 

Maryland ranked 6th in the nation in per capita per square feet of LEED building in 2011. That is, in 2011 over 11,900,000 
square feet was LEED certified in Maryland which correlates to over 2 square feet of LEED space for each man, woman 
and child in the state. Maryland ranks 8th nationally in total number of commercial buildings that are LEED certified. This 
amounts to pursuing LEED certification with a market of more than 36 million square feet of certified green building space. 
The cities of Rockville and Bethesda each have more LEED project activity than any other U.S. city with a population less 
than 100,000. And, relative to its population, Maryland has more LEED project activity than any other state in the U.S. 

Through a talented volunteer corps of green building advocates and seasoned professional staff, USGBC Maryland aims to 
provide policymakers and community leaders with the tools, strategies and resources they need to take leadership positions, 
foster innovation, and inspire action.

We would like to work with you to advance green building in our State, to better the economy, create jobs, and to improve 
our quality of life.

Sincerely,

Matthew Kimball
Matthew L. Kimball
Advocacy Chair
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REQUIRE ENERGY LABELS ON STATE AND LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS

State and local governments should be required to post the 
Energy Star rating of each government owned building at 
the front door. Buildings use 74% of all electricity in the 
U.S., and government can raise consciousness about the 
need to reduce energy use by posting the Energy Star ratings 
of state and local government buildings.

EXPAND HIGH PERFORMANCE BUILDINGS ACT TO  
RECIPIENTS OF STATE AID

The State’s existing High Performance Building Act, which 
currently applies to State owned and leased property, should 
be expanded so that any new building or major building 
renovation funded solely or partly by a grant of State aid of 
$100,000 or more would be required to be built as a green 
building.

INCREASE COOL ROOFS AND VEGETATED ROOFS TO 
REDUCE HEAT ISLAND EFFECT  

New government buildings and major renovations of existing 
government buildings that include a replacement of the 
roof should use a light colored roofing material or vegetated 
green roof on not less than 75% of the roof. Counties and 
municipalities should be authorized to grant incentives to 
encourage the use of green roofs on privately owned buildings.

ENCOURAGE ENERGY EFFICIENCY ON-BILL FINANCING 
PROGRAM   

The Maryland Energy Administration and Public Service 
Commission should be authorized to administer a financing 
program for utilities to extend low- or no-interest loans to 
qualifying residential and commercial customers for energy-
efficiency upgrades of up to $25,000 for residential and 
$50,000 for commercial. An energy audit would be a pre-
requisite of obtaining a loan, which would be repaid directly 
to utility company through a charge on monthly utility bill. 
The utility companies could receive renewable energy credits 
in exchange for interest-free loans to customers. 

ENCOURAGE LOCAL ADOPTION OF INTERNATIONAL 
GREEN CONSTRUCTION CODE

Local jurisdictions should adopt the International Green 
Construction Code, with appropriate local amendments, as 
an alternative compliance path to be used at the election of 
a project owner.

RECOGNIZE BALTIMORE AND HOWARD COUNTY’S 
GREEN BUILDING STANDARDS

A building constructed in accordance with the Baltimore City 
Green Building Standards or Howard County Green neighbor-
hoods standard should be recognized as “high performance 
building” satisfying the requirement for green building, as 
prescribed in the State Finance and Procurement Article.

SUPPORT COMPREHENSIVE FUNDING PLAN TO 
TRANSFORM BALTIMORE CITY SCHOOLS

State and Baltimore City legislation should support consistent 
annual funding for 30 years to enable leveraged financing 
for comprehensive renovation or replacement of Baltimore 
City’s Schools. With the physical condition of 70% of Baltimore 
City Schools rated as poor, an innovative approach is needed 
to enable a district-wide renovation or replacement of the 
City’s aging schools for a healthy place to learn and a more 
sustainable future. 

ENCOURAGE LEED-BASED WATER EFFICIENCY  
STANDARDS TO LOWER STORMWATER FEES

Baltimore City and the nine other jurisdictions required to 
adopt Local Watershed Protection and Restoration Funds 
under the storm water fee provisions in HB987 should ensure 
that LEED-based water efficiency standards are included as 
credits to lower storm water fees.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE 2013 ADVOCACY AGENDA
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State Initiative

Require Energy Labels on State and Local Government Buildings  
  
ACTION: State and local governments should post the Energy Star rating of each government owned or operated 
buildings at the front door. 

To be phased in and impacting only those separately utility-metered buildings for which an Energy Star 
rating is available, the Department of General Services should post a rating for each State owned or operated 
building being tracked in the existing DGS State Energy Database, beginning October 1, 2013, for buildings 
with an enclosed space of 100,000 square feet or more, and beginning October 1, 2015, for buildings with 
an enclosed space of less than 100,000 square feet, excluding structures that are not regularly occupied by 
full-time employees. Counties and municipalities should post the ratings in each county or municipal-owned 
or operated building beginning October 1, 2015.

ISSUE: Buildings use 74% of all electricity in the United States. Many consumers know the energy efficiency 
of their cars and refrigerators, but have no idea about the buildings they work in. Our government can raise 
consciousness about the need to reduce energy use, leading by example, by posting their free Energy Star 
ratings at the front door. 

In 2009, Maryland’s DGS announced that the State Energy Database of information on energy and water 
consumption was ‘live’ and more than 90% complete for state buildings. The database provides a baseline 
for the state’s utility use, and thereby assists in gauging progress towards Governor Martin O’Malley’s EmPower 
Maryland goal of reducing energy consumption by 15% by 2015, but the database is not available to the 
public. Most, if not all, local public school systems have similarly collected energy consumption data on 
school buildings incident to participating in the Maryland Public School Construction Program, but that data 
is, generally, not available to the public.

Increasing energy transparency in government buildings will raise public consciousness about energy use 
and will provide government with an opportunity to lead by example and, potentially, encourage private sector 
building owners to imitate the initiative. This is a low or no cost effort. Using the free online EPA Energy Star 
Portfolio Manager software (which is designed to be used by non-technical building managers) this initiative 
could be accomplished by Executive Order or codified in State Finance and Procurement and in Article 24 
Political Subdivisions, Maryland governments,

With this enactment, Maryland would join at least 15 other jurisdictions around the country with laws leveraging 
Energy Star. By way of example, the District of Columbia under its Clean and Affordable Energy Act of 2008 
requires that, beginning in 2010, public buildings and eligible privately owned commercial buildings be bench-
marked using ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager on an annual basis, and results published on a publicly 
available online database. This enactment is more than merely leading by example, it will educate Maryland 
citizens about matters of conserving energy and provide a valuable tool for better management of our government 
buildings. 
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State Initiative

Expand High Performance Buildings Act to Recipients of State Aid  
  
ACTION: The State Finance and Procurement Article should be amended so that any new building or major 
building renovation funded solely or partly by a grant of State aid of $100,000 or more, be required to be 
built as a high-performance building, as defined by State Finance and Procurement Article, Section 3-602.1. 

This proposal applies only to construction projects carried out by for-profit or non-profit entities or associations 
(not local governments) that receive State aid or State grants during a fiscal year for building construction. 
Implementation should be phased in, beginning July 1, 2013 for projects in which State aid comprises 50% 
or more of the project budget, on July 1, 2014 for projects in which State aid comprises 25% or more of 
the project budget, and on July 1, 2015 for projects in which State aid comprises any portion of the project 
budget. 

ISSUE: Today, the existing High Performance Building Act requires that all construction or major renovation 
on State owned or State leased property be constructed to meet or exceed the U.S. Green Building Council’s 
LEED silver rating or equivalent. As a result of the 2008 enactment, State funded capital projects totaling millions 
of square feet and hundreds of millions of dollars are being designed and constructed as green buildings. 
Dozens of local public school buildings are also now be designed and constructed as green buildings.

Related to this legislation, the Governor’s Green Building Council should be asked to determine that those 
low or moderate income housing projects which are subject to the new law be constructed in accordance 
with the Enterprise Green Community Standard as a “high performance building” (as defined by State 
Finance and Procurement Article).
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State Initiative

Increase Cool Roofs and Vegetated Roofs to Reduce Heat Island Effect

ACTION: New government buildings and major renovations of existing government buildings that include a 
replacement of the roof should use a light colored roofing material or vegetated green roof on not less than 
75% of the roof. Counties and municipalities should be authorized to grant incentives to encourage the use of 
vegetated green roofs on privately owned buildings.

ISSUE: Incorporating a reflective light colored roof will reduce the heat island effect, reduce cooling loads, 
thereby lowering energy consumption, and making for a more comfortable space. Vegetated green roofs offer 
all of those benefits as well as mitigating storm water management, providing a visual amenity for building 
occupants and visitors, and providing habitat. 

Projects which incorporate a green roofing system, whether through the use of a high solar reflectance index 
surface or vegetation, are eligible to earn points toward LEED certification under the LEED rating systems. 
Because Maryland already requires that new government buildings and major renovations achieve a LEED 
Silver certification, requiring cool roofs on these projects can be achieved at no or little additional first cost 
(generally there is no cost differential between light colored roofing material and darker roofing materials) and 
will reduce operating cost. 

Additionally, counties and municipalities should be authorized to grant incentives or provide regulatory flexibility  
to encourage the use of vegetated green roofs on privately owned buildings, which could include: a streamlined 
approval process when green roofs are employed, a reduction in permit fees when green roofs are used, authority 
to count the square footage of a vegetated green roof twice for the purposes of storm water management, and a 
corollary exemption of  the area of a green roof from the area of impervious surface calculations.

The changes to government construction techniques can be accomplished without change in law and might 
be most efficacious if addressed by way of an Executive Order. Authorizing local governments to grant incentives 
to private land owners would require a change in state law.
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State Initiative

Encourage Energy Efficiency On-Bill Financing Program

ACTION: Maryland utilities should establish a program or programs to make low- or no-interest loans to 
qualifying residential or commercial customers for energy efficiency upgrades and improvements to residential 
and commercial properties, which would be repaid directly on a utility bill. The Maryland Energy Administration 
and Public Service Commission should collaborate to ensure that the implementation methods best serve the 
program’s underlying purpose.

ISSUE: The EmPower Maryland Energy Efficiency Act of 2008 (Chapter 131) established a State goal of 
achieving a 15% reduction in per capita electricity consumption and peak demand by the end of 2015. 
Beginning with the 2008 calendar year and each year thereafter, the Maryland Public Service Commission 
(“PSC”) must calculate the per capita electricity consumption and peak demand for the year. The PSC, to 
the extent it determines that cost effective energy efficiency and conservation programs are available for 
each affected class, must require electric companies to procure and provide customers with a cost effective 
demand response program that is designed to achieve targeted electricity savings and demand reduction 
through 2015. Customers are assessed a monthly surcharge by utilities to recover the costs of the program.

In December 2011, PSC issued Order No. 84569, which found that the availability of financing has been a 
significant barrier to participation many of the utilities’ EmPower Maryland programs, and that convenient, 
accessible financing at favorable rates is a missing link. The PSC directed a work group be developed to 
analyze financing opportunities, as well as regulatory and legislative solutions that might overcome barriers  
to financing programs.

Several states have considered on-bill financing as an incentive for energy efficiency installations. In 2011, 
New York became the first state to pass a statewide on-bill financing program. Other states, such as Colorado 
and Hawaii, have also shown interest. A bill introduced in Colorado in 2011 (HB11-1132) would have authorized 
a public service company to enter into an on-bill financing arrangement where the company finances and 
completes energy efficiency improvements to residential property and applies a conservation charge on future 
energy bills to recover the cost. Hawaii’s Public Utility Commission opened a docket in August 2011 to inves-
tigate the implementation of on-bill financing. The docket is still open. Last year in Maryland House Bill 1088 
was introduced to provide a framework for such a statewide on-bill financing program, but did not receive a 
hearing.

Utility companies working with the MEA and the PSC should work to establish loan programs for low- or 
no-interest loans to qualifying residential or commercial customers to make energy efficiency improvements, 
to be repaid directly to a utility on a utility bill. This would directly support the EmPower Maryland Energy 
Efficiency Act’s goal of achieving a 15% reduction in per capita electricity consumption and peak demand  
by the end of 2015.
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Local Initiative 

Encourage Local Adoption of International Green Construction Code

ACTION: Local jurisdictions should adopt the International Green Construction Code, with appropriate local 
amendments, as an alternative compliance path to be used at the election of a project owner.

ISSUE: In modern society’s move toward sustainability, it’s not a choice between green building codes or 
“above code” green building rating systems, such as LEED. Building codes and the third party rating systems 
work together. The U.S. Green Building Council Maryland Chapter and its partners across the building industry 
are committed to advancing green building, but to do so in the highly specialized and parochial arena of 
construction codes is difficult, at best. Hence the advent of a green building code. 

In 2010, the General Assembly enacted Public Safety Article, Section 12-504(a)(2) which provides that “.. 
a local jurisdiction may adopt the International Green Construction Code,” making Maryland the first state in 
the country to enable the use of the IgCC for private and public construction. The enabling statute expressly 
provides, “A local jurisdiction may make local amendments to the International Green Construction Code.”

The adoption of the IgCC as a voluntary alternative for a project fundamentally advances USGBC’s mission 
to transform the way buildings are designed, built and operated, enabling an environmentally and socially 
responsible, healthy, and prosperous environment that improves the quality of life. By integrating tried and 
tested green building practices into minimum code language, green building codes provide USGBC with the 
freedom to go further and raise the bar toward net zero energy building and onto a truly regenerative built 
environment.

We suggest that the Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development adopt the IgCC.

We urge local jurisdictions to adopt the IgCC, with appropriate local amendments, as an alternative compliance 
path to be used at the election of a project owner.
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Local Initiative

Recognize Baltimore City and Howard County’s Green Building Laws  
  
ACTION: A building constructed either in accordance with the Baltimore City Green Building Standards or 
the Howard County Green Neighborhood’s Program should be determined by the Maryland Green Building 
Council to be a “high performance building” as defined by State Finance and Procurement Article, Section  
3-602.1, and such determination should be forwarded for approval by the Secretaries of Budget and  
Management and General Services for administrative action. 

ISSUE: In accordance with Tax Property Article, Section 9-242, a local government “may grant, by law, a tax 
credit against the county or municipal corporation property tax imposed on a high performance building.”  
A high performance building means a building that achieves a LEED Silver certification from the USGBC.

Pursuant to State Finance and Procurement Article, Section 4-809, the Maryland Green Building Council 
evaluates and provides recommendations with respect to high performance building technologies. The 
Maryland Green Building Council should determine that the definition of high performance building includes 
a building that meets or exceeds “two green stars” under the current version of the Baltimore City Green 
Building Standards or achieves a minimum of 46 points (out of a total of 84) under the Green Neighborhood 
Home standard in Howard County, and such determinations should be forwarded for approval by the  
Secretaries of Budget and Management and General Services for administrative action. 

Consistent with the methodology of the Council’s 2008 workgroup, when measured by the five evaluation 
categories (i.e., Administrative, Measurability, Accountability, Flexibility and Sustainability), both standards 
meet or exceed the U.S. Green Building Council’s LEED criteria for a Silver certification, and achieve a  
comparable numeric rating according to a nationally recognized, accepted, and appropriate standard.

Additionally, the USGBC Maryland Chapter will begin the process of advocating with the Federal government, 
and in particular with the GSA, for recognition that a building that meets or exceeds “two green stars” under 
the Baltimore City Green Building Standards should be determined to satisfy the high performance building 
requirements for new GSA leases for buildings over 10,000 square feet (that otherwise must meet or exceed 
LEED NC Silver).
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Local Initiative

Support Comprehensive Funding Plan for Baltimore City Public 
Schools

ACTION: State and City legislation is needed to ensure that funding for education may remain consistent over 
30 years to enable a City School Partnership organization to borrow up to $2.8 billion up front for school 
construction.

ISSUE: In a recent comprehensive survey of Baltimore City school buildings, 70% of the city’s buildings 
were rated as poor. With the current allotment of about $60 million per year for improving Baltimore’s school 
buildings, it would take over 50 years to fulfill the estimated $2.8 billion needed to fully modernize every city 
school building. City and state officials need to work together to enable a financing model to fund improvements  
to provide healthy learning environments and sustainable structures. 

New and modernized schools can have a dramatic impact on the revitalization of city neighborhoods, because 
the quality of education influences where families and homebuyers decide to live. Most of the City Schools were 
built in the 1920’s, 1950’s and 1970’s and many have never seen a substantial renovation. Current funding 
allows for limited construction or repairs spread broadly across more than 200 schools. Buildings operate  
inefficiently due in part to the current piecemeal approach to renovation based on available funds. This process 
causes communities, teachers and students to feel undervalued and places them in less than ideal conditions  
for learning. It’s important that we fund this initiative to give the students, the staff and the communities a 
sense of worth and to reduce the amount of money being squandered on inefficient structures that cannot be 
adequately repaired due to budgetary constraints. 

The adoption of dedicated bond funding for a period of 30 years enables a Partnership Organization set up 
in concert with the city schools to borrow a more significant sum of money ($1 billion or more, depending 
on revenue sources) to enable a comprehensive construction program. Existing revenue already allotted 
for school construction can be used to borrow more money and programs such as the City Bottle tax can 
supplement those revenue streams. Cities like Greenville, South Carolina have already initiated a similar plan 
and in 5 years they were able to build new or to fully renovate 70 schools within five years, all done with 
existing revenue.

At the end of the 2012 legislative session, a study group was formed to assess the feasibility and best 
management practices of Block Grant funding to support a comprehensive renovation and new construction 
program for city schools. This summer, Baltimore City Council supported a bottle tax bill that will generate an 
estimated $155 million for school renovations, a sure sign of city support for this issue. We urge the adoption of 
a comprehensive funding plan for Baltimore City Schools to enable a Partnership Organization to be estab-
lished to enact broad sweeping renovation or replacement of failing City School buildings.
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Local Initiative

Encourage LEED-Based Water Efficiency Standards and Solar  
Installations to Lower Stormwater Fees
       
ACTION: County and City regulation is needed to ensure that LEED-based water efficiency standards and 
solar installations are included as credits to lower storm water fees.

ISSUE: During the 2012 legislative session, the General Assembly passed HB987, a bill which created a man-
date that all Phase 1 municipal separate storm sewer system (“MS4”) jurisdictions in the state (Baltimore City 
and nine counties- Baltimore County; Montgomery County; Prince Georges County; Howard County; Frederick 
County; Anne Arundel County; Harford County; Carroll County and Charles County) create a dedicated, Local 
Watershed Protection and Restoration Fund, as well as a storm water remediation fee, in order to generate the 
revenue necessary to comply with each jurisdiction’s permit requirements. HB 987 requires that the program 
be adopted and implemented by July 1, 2013. 

This work is a sub-set of the restoration that will be required in order for these jurisdictions to meet their 
EPA-mandated WIP/TMDL goals, which are aimed at reducing the pollution loads of sediment and nutrients 
into waterways and the Chesapeake Bay. A significant portion of these have to come from the storm water 
sector (reductions also have to come from the wastewater, septic, and agricultural sectors).

The fee must apply to all property owners except for property used for a public purpose and owned by the 
state, a unit of the state, a County, a municipality or a regularly organized volunteer fire department. The fee 
amount must be based on the share of storm water service elated to the property and provided by the city  
or County.

The jurisdictions must establish policies and procedures (approved by MDE) to extend a fee credit for actions  
taken by the property owner to improve the quality or reduce the quantity of storm water discharge from the 
property. We urge that LEED-based water efficiency standards be adopted by each of the jurisdictions 
establishing Local Watershed Protection and Restoration Funds as a part of the recognized fee credit system. 
Last year, House Bill 1117 (now Chapter 702) among other things, specified that for the purposes of issuing 
a storm water permit for a project to install a solar panel, any calculation relating to the impervious surface of 
the project may include only the foundation or base supporting the solar panel. Follow up needs to occur to 
ensure that the regulations governing the implementation of this exemption are adequate and effective, and  
are included as a part of the recognized fee credit system.

 



13230 Schilling circle, Suite 132, hunt Valley, MD 21031    www.uSgbcMD.org

2013 ADVOCACY AGENDA

THE 2013 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 Chair Nathan Robb Merritt Properties
 Vice Chair Lorraine Doo Doo Consulting
 Treasurer Mary Jean Herron 
 Secretary Chris Parts Hord Coplan Macht

 Immediate  
 Past Chair Stuart Kaplow Stuart D. Kaplow, P.A.
 
  Adam D. Baker Whiteford Taylor & Preston, LLP
  Kristina Braun Kleinfelder 
  Steve Burdette Whitney, Bailey, Cox & Magnani (WBCM) 
  Chuck Cooper Davita, Inc.
  Karen Evans The Whiting-Turner Contracting Company
  Neal Fiorelli Lorax Partnerships
  Matthew L. Kimball Niles, Barton & Wilmer, LLP
  Tracy Marquis Ayers Saint Gross
  Zolna Russell Floura Teeter Landscape Architects
  Justin Schaub  St. John Properties 
  Eileen Straughan  Straughan Environmental 

 Ex-Officio  Josh Feldmark Howard County 
  Nadia Morgan Baltimore City
  Sarah Zaleski U.S. Department of Energy

NORTHERN CHESAPEAKE BRANCH LEADERSHIP

 Chair David Bell Johnson Controls
 Vice Chair Michael Grabenstein  Frederick Ward Associates 

 Immediate  
 Past Chair Chuck Cooper Davita, Inc.

Visit the USGBC Maryland website at www.usgbcmd.org for detailed info on advocacy initiatives,  
latest info on LEED, events, member directory and more.
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ABOUT USGBC MARYLAND

U.S. Green Building Council Maryland is a 501 c3 non-profit charitable organization committed to a prosperous  
and sustainable future for our state through cost-efficient and energy-saving green buildings. We serve Maryland 
as the premier forum and resource for green building science, practice and policy. Comprised of volunteers, 
members, and a member-elected board of directors, we seek to lead the transformation of the way we design, 
build and operate buildings and communities. 

With nearly 500 individual chapter members, over 3,700 LEED® Accredited Professionals and over 420 
US Green Building Council National (USGBC) member organizations headquartered in Maryland, we rank 
amongst the top ten of the 73 Chapters throughout the country. These organizations represent the diverse 
segments of Maryland’s economy, employing more than 350,000 people and grossing nearly $50 billion in 
annual revenue.

At every level of government, USGBC Maryland is advancing the powerful mission of green buildings for 
all within a generation. Through talented volunteer corps of green building advocates and seasoned staff, 
the USGBC Maryland aims to provide policymakers and community leaders with the tools, strategies and 
resources they need to take leadership positions, foster innovation, and inspire action. The USGBC Maryland 
is accelerating the uptake of policies and initiatives that enable and encourage market transformation toward a 
sustainable built environment.

Mary Pulcinella 
Executive Director 
443-416-5848 
mpulcinella@usgbcmd.org

WHAT MAKES A GREEN BUILDING?

A green building is one that is designed and constructed to reduce the overall impact of the built environment  
on human health and the natural environment. Green buildings use energy, water and other natural resources, 
protect occupant health, improve employee productivity and reduce pollution. 

Green buildings incorporate energy efficient heating, cooling, lighting and water systems, including high 
performance insulation, windows, doors and appliance; sustainable cinstruction materials such as those 
made from recycled and recyclable materials with reduced emissions; and water saving site design and 
landscaping. In addition, green buildings may have, or can be easily suited to, clean renewable energy systems.

Visit the USGBC Maryland website at www.usgbcmd.org for detailed info on advocacy initiatives,  
latest info on LEED, events, member directory and more.
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