
Maryland Electrical Legislative Group 
(MELG) 

February 27, 2014 
 
Delegate Jeannie Haddaway-Riccio 
House Office Building, Room 320 
6 Bladen St., Annapolis, MD 21401 
 
Re: House Bill 1119 
 Board of Electricians - Licensing and Regulation of Electricians - Phase Out of Local Licenses 
 
To The Honorable Delegate Haddaway-Riccio and Members of the Maryland House of Delegates 
Economic Matters Committee: 
 
As a follow-up to our phone conversation last week, I would like to outline once again MELG’s objections 
to proposed legislation (House Bill 1119 and Senate Bill 877) to change Maryland’s Electrical Law. 
 
In our review of the Bills presented, we find they do not reflect or represent the best interest of the 
general public or our industry. 
 
Some of the concepts proposed are totally and radically different from what had been discussed and 
proposed among various leaders of the electrical industry over the past 5 years or so. 
 
At the hearing on Senate Bill 877, many persons voiced their opposition to these new concepts and have 
made their views known to me as the facilitator for MELG.  Some persons have expressed a desire to 
provide amendments just to get a Bill passed, and then keep amending it as they see needs in the 
electrical industry.  This approach is not fair because the amendments cannot be reviewed by all 
interested parties prior to submittals at the hearing, therefore, all segments of the industry will really 
not know what affects them. 
 
Please find attached email sent to Senator Klausmeier, her committee members, you, and several other 
legislative persons.  As I explained, the Bill in written form which was filed very late, therefore, was not 
available to be reviewed by interested persons prior to its introduction. 
 
Since there is not a consensus among industry leaders, electrical associations, other organizations, and 
the State Electrical Board, and there is only discord at this time, we respectfully request that you 
withdraw the Bill. 
 
I personally have talked with you, Mr. John Papavasiliou of DLLR, have left messages with Senator 
Klausmeier and some members of the Task Force and the State Electrical Board, and I can assure you 
that our organization will work once again with many prominent people to take the positive 
recommendations of the Task Force, resolve the issues that divide our industry, and submit to you and 
Senator Klausmeier a proposed Bill that will: 
 

- Professionalize our electrical industry 
- Protect the safety of the general public 
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- Set sensible and safe code standards – This will help the State of Maryland and other 
enforcement agencies regulate a very complex industry 

 
We applaud the work of the Task Force and the effort made to help our industry, however, we really 
feel electrical persons need more time.  Then, we would be ready to advance the legislation next year 
that will provide a consensus across our electrical industry. 
 
Thank you in advance for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Gilbert L. Thompson 
Facilitator, MELG 
 
GLT/pab 
 
Attachment 


