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 The Maryland Association of Counties (MACo) OPPOSES House Bill 929.  The bill 
would require a county to increase its recycling rate.  The rate for counties with a population of 
150,000 or less would increase from 15% to 20%.  The rate for counties with a population 
greater than 150,000 would increase from 20% to 35%.  The bill also establishes a voluntary 
2020 statewide waste diversion goal of 60% and a voluntary statewide recycling goal of 55%. 
  
 Counties are dedicated to recycling and according to 2010 United States Environmental 
Protection Agency data, 25.9% of all municipal waste is recycled nationwide, but Maryland’s 
recycling rate substantially exceeds national averages with a 41% rate.  However, the heightened 
targets envisioned by HB 929 would create costly and difficult new mandates, hitting most hard 
in areas where recycling goals are most acute. 
 
 Particularly in the rural jurisdictions, recycling can be challenging because of the 
difficulty of finding waste haulers willing to pick up and handle recycled material.  Program 
operating costs can also be higher because the population is generally more geographically 
diffuse.  In those jurisdictions, citizens may have to deliver recycled materials to collection 
points, as opposed to the materials being picked up from their homes.  This can negatively affect 
a county’s recycling rate, notwithstanding the commitment or efficiency of the local program. 
 
 Additionally, those jurisdictions may have to increase recycling expenditures at a time 
when local aid has been reduced by $687 million since FY 2008 and counties are facing costly 
new mandates, including the multi-billion dollar Chesapeake Bay Total Maximum Daily Load 
and a proposed shift in teacher pension costs.  It is difficult for those counties struggling with 
such challenges to accept another unfunded mandate. 
 
.   HB 929 would create a new unfunded mandate and potential hardship for certain counties 
who may have difficulty in attaining the bill’s new recycling targets.  MACo believes the bill 
should create some form of consideration or assistance for those jurisdictions.  Without such 
consideration, MACo recommends the Committee issue an UNFAVORABLE report on HB 929. 
 


