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Maryland Public Schools: #1 in the Nation Five Years in a Row 

TO:  Interested Citizens 

FROM: Lillian M. Lowery, Ed.D.  
 
DATE: January 25, 2013  
 
SUBJECT: FYI from January 22, 2013 State Board of Education Meeting 
 
 
At the January 22nd meeting of the Maryland State Board of Education, the following actions 
were taken: 
 

• Welcomed Linda Eberhart as a new member of the State Board of Education.  Ms. 
Eberhart lives in Baltimore City and is retired from the Baltimore City Public Schools 
where she most recently served as Executive Director for Teaching and Learning.  Ms. 
Eberhart has 37 years of teaching experience and was selected as the 2002 Maryland 
Teacher of the Year.  The Board also extended thanks and appreciation to Kate Walsh for 
her contributions and service as a member of the State Board from July 2008 through 
December 2012. 

 
• Withdrew, subject to republication, proposed amendments to COMAR 13A.08.01 School 

Discipline.  The Board took this action in response to public comments received and after 
the Board agreed to adopt the following amendments to the proposed regulations: 

 
(1) To add the language deleted from proposed COMAR 13A.08.01.11A. 
(2) To appoint a time-limited Workgroup to address specific topics identified by the 

Board. 
(3) To amend proposed COMAR 13A.08.01.11 to reflect that if delay is the fault of 

the parent or student, the 10 day decision time window can be extended. 
(4) To amend proposed COMAR 13A.08.01.12 and.15 to add collaborative language.  
(5) To amend the regulations to add a preamble that reiterates the responsibilities and 

authority of local boards to promulgate policies that create safe schools and 
address the needs of suspended students. 

 
• Approved a new methodology for identifying schools that have “comprehensive needs.”  

This change in methodology aligns with Maryland’s new accountability system approved 
in Maryland’s ESEA Flexibility Request in May 2012 and the new School Progress Index 
(SPI) reviewed by the State Board in December 2012.  Under the new accountability 
system, each school receives a SPI measured by student achievement, gap closure, and 
either student growth in elementary/middle school, or college- and career-readiness in 
high school.  Depending on its SPI, a school is then placed into one of five “strands.”  
Schools in the lowest two strands (Strand 4 and Strand 5) are not progressing as expected.  
Under the newly proposed methodology, schools in Strands 4 and 5 would be identified 
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as “comprehensive needs” schools for the purpose of awarding stipends to certain 
teachers and non-administrative school-based personnel in conformance with Section 6-
306 of the Education Article. 
 

• Adopted proposed amendments to COMAR 13A.03.02.09 Graduation Requirements.   
This regulatory proposal reinstates the Government High School Assessment as a 
graduation requirement for students entering 9th grade in the 2013-2014 school year. 

 
• Delayed adoption of COMAR13A.04.15 Digital Learning.  These new regulations were 

proposed in response to legislation enacted in 2012 by the General Assembly which 
authorized the State Board of Education to set reasonable vendor fees to cover the costs 
incurred by the Maryland State Department of Education for the review and approval of 
online courses.  The Board took this action in response to a request from the Presiding 
Chair of the Administrative, Executive and Legislative Review Committee that the Board 
delay action pending a meeting with the Federation of the Blind to address concerns of 
that group with the course review process. 

 
• Adopted a proposed amendment to COMAR 13A.08.07.03-1 Transfer of Educational 

Records for Children in State-Supervised Care.  The proposed amendment establishes 
that the school system in the county that initially sent the student to live in a different 
county (sending school system) has and retains the responsibility of documenting 
residency of the parents or guardians of a Child in State Supervised Care. 

 
• Accepted the Report of the Traumatic Brain Injury/Sports-Related Concussions Task 

Force and approved the recommendation of the Task Force by granting permission to 
publish proposed permanent amendments to COMAR 13A.06.08 School Athletics Safety 
Program.  The proposed amendments to regulations would replace the emergency 
regulations enacted by the State Board in July 2012 codifying safety guidelines of the 
Maryland Public Secondary Schools Athletic Association.   

 
• Recognized and applauded fellow State Board member Dr. S. James Gates, Jr., on his 

selection as one of twelve outstanding researchers to be awarded the National Medal of 
Science.   Joining in this recognition was Mr. John Ratliff, Director of Policy for 
Governor O’Malley.  Mr. Ratliff presented Professor Gates with a citation from the 
Governor congratulating him on his selection for this prestigious award and thanking him 
for his contributions to the State, the nation, and the children of Maryland.   
 

The next regular meeting of the Maryland State Board of Education will be held on Tuesday, 
February 26, 2013.  The February 26, 2013 meeting will be held at the Nancy S. Grasmick State 
Education Building, 200 West Baltimore Street, 7th Floor Board Room, Baltimore, Maryland 
21201.   
 
Appropriate accommodations for individuals with disabilities will be provided upon request.  
Eight business days notice prior to the event is required.  Please contact Charlene Necessary at 
(410) 767-0467 or TTY at (410) 333-6442 so arrangements can be made. 
  

 

 


