
 

December 17, 2012 
 
The Honorable Harry Reid 
Majority Leader 
U.S. Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
Minority Leader 
U.S. Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

 
The Honorable John Boehner 
Speaker of the House 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

  
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
Minority Leader 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

 
Dear House and Senate Leadership, 
 
 In light of the recent widespread devastation caused by Hurricane Sandy, the Waldo Canyon Wildfires, 
severe storms, tornadoes, flooding and countless other natural disasters in 2012, our nation’s counties ask that 
you act swiftly on the emergency disaster supplemental funding legislation prior to the adjournment of the 
112th Congress. 
 
 Counties are the first responders to natural disasters and other major emergencies. County public health, 
law enforcement, fire, emergency medical, and other public safety personnel, are responsible for on-the-ground 
response and recovery action. Counties also own, operate and secure key aspects of the nation's critical 
infrastructure, such as roads, bridges, airports, transit systems, water supplies, schools and hospitals. Finally, 
elected county officials, emergency managers, and other public safety officials provide the essential regional 
planning, economic development and coordination function in preventing, mitigating, and managing the 
response and recovery of future all hazard disasters. 
 
 Therefore, we urge you to act quickly and enact an emergency disaster supplemental spending bill that 
strengthens local critical infrastructure, aides citizens, and enhances support to critical federal programs 
important to state and local governments for disaster prevention, mitigation, response and recovery.  
 
 Specifically, we ask that you support additional borrowing authority for the National Flood Insurance 
Program, and provide adequate funding for the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) Disaster 
Relief Fund; Department of Housing and Urban Development's Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
Program; U.S. Department of Transportation's  (DOT) Public Transportation Emergency Relief Program; Army 
Corps of Engineers flood control, restoration, repair, construction, mitigation and disaster recovery projects; 
DOT's Federal Highway Administration's Emergency Relief Program for the repair of roads and bridges 
damaged by the disaster; U.S. Environmental Protection Agencies' (EPA) State and Tribal Assistance Grants; 
U.S. Department of Commerce's Economic Development Administration Programs; U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services' (HHS) Social Service Block Grant Program; FEMA Community Disaster Loans; U.S. 
Department of Agriculture's (USDA) Emergency Watershed Protection Program; HHS' Head Start Program; 
U.S. Department of Labor's (DOL) Workforce Investment Act Dislocated Worker National Reserve; USDA's 
Emergency Conservation Program; and USDA's Emergency Food Assistance Program. Furthermore, we ask 
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that you authorize reforms to the Stafford Act that improve FEMA's Public Assistance Program to expedite 
recovery and encourage greater mitigation, provide cost effective alternatives for contracting services, and 
allow for the resolution of disputes by an independent review panel. 
 
 While we understand the severity of the federal budget challenges that must be addressed, we strongly 
believe it is imperative that we remain vigilant about meeting our public safety commitments to our nation’s 
citizens. States and local governments can only achieve the highest level of preparedness, response and 
recovery if the federal government urgently addresses these critical priorities. Counties stand ready to work with 
you to enhance our nation’s needs in times of emergency. Thank you for your consideration, and please do not 
hesitate to contact NACo's Legislative Director Ed Rosado (202-942-4271/erosado@naco.org) or NACo 
Associate Legislative Director Dalen Harris (202-942-4236/dharris@naco.org) if we can provide you with any 
additional information. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Chris Rodgers 
President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
cc: U.S. House of Representatives 

U.S. Senate  


