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  The Maryland Association of Counties (MACo) would like to thank the Joint 

Committee on Children, Youth, and Families for holding this hearing today and for 

providing the opportunity for MACo and the Maryland Association of Local 

Management Boards to express their concerns regarding the possible funding level for 

Local Management Boards (LMBs) in Fiscal 2014.  Members of the Maryland 

Association of Local Management Boards are also members of MACo’s human services 

affiliate, the Maryland Association of County Human Services Administrators.     

 

As most programs in the State budget, LMBs have seen their program funding 

reduced over the past few years from a high of approximately $54 million in Fiscal 2008, 

to just over $16 million in Fiscal 2012. Whereas, LMBs were funded through multiple 

sources in prior years, in Fiscal 2012, LMBs were funded solely through general funds.  

 

In Fiscal 2013, to relieve pressure on the general fund and fund the LMBs at the 

prior year level, a fund swap occurred where earned investment account dollars, which 

are a part of the Children’s Cabinet Interagency Fund, were used to replace $7.3 million 

in general funds previously allocated to the LMBs.  The LMBs agreed with this fund 

swap although it was dollars earned by the LMBs as a result of returning and diverting 

youth from out-of-state placement and keeping children with their families. This fund 

swap depleted the balance in the earned reinvestment account for most counties, 

providing one-time budget relief for Fiscal 2013. However, a comparable alternative 

funding source does not again exist for Fiscal 2014 to provide similar general fund 

relief.   Without the full general fund support (comparable to those levels provided 

prior to the one-time fund swap), essential LMB funding would be reduced by almost 

half.  A reduction of this magnitude would severely affect the services provided to 

children and families across the State. 

 

In the current fiscal year, LMBs provided grants to over 300 programs serving 

almost 90,000 children. These grant-funded programs, which work to prevent problems 

such as chronic absenteeism, high school drop-outs, teen pregnancy, gang involvement, 
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long-term unemployment, and homelessness, would be cut in half if funding is 

reduced.  Many times these grants can be leveraged with other state, local, federal, and 

private funding, securing additional funds to assist children and families. In the current 

fiscal year, LMBs secured an additional $32.8 million, a large part of which would be 

lost if funding is reduced. 

 

 LMBs play a vital role in connecting children and families with needed services 

in the community.   A reduction in funding in Fiscal 2014 would not only result in fewer 

children and families being served, it would also affect the employees who work for the 

nonprofit organizations which deliver these services. 

 

To ensure LMBs can continue to have the positive effect on children and families 

across Maryland, MACo would urge the Joint Committee to reach out to the 

Administration to request a funding level of $16 million in the Governor’s Fiscal 2014 

budget.  


