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November 19, 2012 
 
 
 
Dear Colleague: 
 

I hope this letter finds you well as we head into the holiday season.  Recently, I 
created the Comptroller's Golden Apple Award to recognize a select group of outstanding 
volunteers, organizations and individuals in Maryland schools.  As someone who knows 
your community so well, I wanted to solicit your advice on deserving nominees.   

  
We all share a sense of pride in Maryland’s top-rated public school system, and our 

educators, particularly, as well as administrators and policymakers, deserve a great deal of 
credit.  However, we also know that no school can succeed without the partnership of the 
community, and the active participation of our parents.  As I’ve traveled to over 120 
schools throughout our state – I’ve witnessed these unsung heroes – the countless men, 
women and organizations who donate their time and resources to our schools and our 
children.  I am pleased that the Golden Apple Award will provide recognition and 
gratitude for what they mean to our children, to our communities and to Maryland’s 
economic future. 

 
If you know of someone deserving of a Golden Apple Award, nominations will be 

accepted for all 23 counties, and Baltimore City, until December 1, 2012.  I plan to 
personally distribute the awards once the winners have been selected.  All nominees will 
also receive a letter of recognition, including the name of the nominator, unless it is done 
anonymously.  I have attached the nomination form to this letter.   If you need additional 
information, or have any questions, please contact Ms. Christine Feldmann at (410) 260-
6346 or by email at cfeldmann@comp.state.md.us.   
 
 Thank you in advance for your kind consideration and for your help in recognizing 
the unsung heroes in our schools. 
 
 
      Sincerely, 

       
      Peter Franchot 
      Comptroller 
 


